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Christmas enthusiast

adds a vintage twist
to his ever-growing

festive collection

A CHRISTMAS enthusiast has
added a vintage twist to his ever-
growing festive collection.

Seaford resident Geoff Stone-
banks, previously named by ITV’s
This Morning as possibly Britain’s
Most Festive Man, has taken his
love for Christmas decorations to
new heights this year thanks to an
unexpected donation from a local
Sussex man named Martin.

Mr Stonebanks, a regular garden
writer for The Argus, known for
his extraordinary affection for the
holiday season, was delighted to
receive a selection of meticulously
collected Christmas items just be-
fore last Christmas.

Martin had read about Mr Stone-
banks’ passion for Christmas and
decided it was time for someone
else to enjoy the treasures he had
amassed over many years.

Mr Stonebanks was thrilled to dis-
cover a host of mercury Christmas
baubles and a small vintage tree all
in very good condition.

The more remarkable aspect of
Martin’s gesture was that he did
not request anything in return,
hoping that the sentimental deco-
rations would be adorned and ap-
preciated once more.

These baubles were not all Martin
had to offer.

Among the array of contributions
were charming Mercury table or-
naments and unique collector’s
pieces like a snow baby and Father
Christmas.

The centrepiece of the entire col-
lection, however, was a vintage
BrimToy mechanical wind-up Toy
of a Fairy Queen, dating back to
the 1950s.

The toy came in its original pack-
aging, in excellent condition and
still in full working order, taking
Mr Stonebanks on a trip down
memory lane.

An online probe enabled him to
uncover more about the fascinating
story behind the toy’s production.

Manufactured in the latter part of
the 1950s by a British manufacturer
in Walthamstow, the Brimtoy saga
began as BMTM (British Metal and
Toy Manufacturers) in Hackney,
London, in 1914.

After being liquidated in 1921,
BMTM re-emerged as Brimtoy in
1923.

The company weathered multiple
transformations — including being
absorbed by Wells and then operat-
ing from Walthamstow until 1965
before moving to Holyhead and
continuing under the banner of
CMT - before ceasing operations
by the end of the 1980s.

According to Mr Stonebanks’ re-

Samanta Gladkauskaite
news@theargus.co.uk

search, analogous toys were selling
for £99, although he has no inten-
tions of parting with this exquisite
piece of Christmas history.

The collection comes with more
than just material nostalgia.

Mr Stonebanks stumbled upon a
remarkable discovery in one of the
boxes—a Christmas postcard from
1922.

Little Jacques from New York sent
the card to his dear little cousin,
Genevieve, in Paris at Christmas
in 1922.

The card has survived in good
condition for more than 100 years,
carrying forward the message, “A
bright and joyful Christmas is the
wish I am seeing to you.”

The century-old card now finds a
proud display alongside his other
impressive collection of Christmas
decorations at his home.

Among the 80 or so decorations
donated, Mr Stonebanks’ personal
favourite is a simple Father Christ-
mas face bauble, which brings a
unique charm to his Christmas
tree.

Mr  Stonebanks’ spectacular
Christmas decorations and his in-
fectious love for the holiday season
have earned him some screen time.

Having appeared live on ITV’s
This Morning in 2020, 2023, and
2024, he has also featured in a Chan-
nel 5 documentary titled Incredible
Christmas Trees and how to deco-
rate them, and had a film made for
German national television in 2022.

He has been featured live on Jer-
emy Vine and Sky News over the
years.

His charming collections and in-
teresting stories have entertained
audiences far and wide, touching
hearts both locally and globally.

He has participated in radio inter-
views with the Dubai Eye radio in
the UAE, BBC News, and Greatest
Hits Radio.

Interestingly, an 11-minute inter-
view with Kiss FM in Toronto, Can-
ada was broadcast on the Breakfast
show there.

Mr Stonebanks’ interview will
also be broadcast as part of the
BBC Radio Late Show, just after
midnight on either Christmas Eve
or Christmas Day.

In addition to catching up with
his charming Christmas tales and
looking into his carefully curated
collections, members of the public
can view a video of his 2025 deco-
rations at www.geoffschristmas.
co.uk.
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